
eghan Welch, a Social Studies Instructor at
Somerset County Vocational & Technical High
School, has been selected as the 2020-2021 Educator
of the Year. Ms. Welch is known for being an engaging,
creative and collaborative instructor, who goes above
and beyond her job duties to help students and staff.
Ms. Welch was teaching students both virtually and

in-person when the administrative team, led by
Superintendent Dr. Chrys Harttraft and Principal
Hector Montes, entered her classroom to announce the
award. Ms. Welch explained her reaction as both,
“shocked and surprised.” Welch went on to add that
she felt “honored and appreciative” to be selected for the
award, knowing that she was nominated by her peers.
Supervisor Mr. Chris Lemongelli stated, “Ms. Welch

is continually looking for new and creative ideas to
engage her students, such as creative activities for lessons,
new ways of using technology, and collaborating with
other teachers. She is well-liked by all and always takes
time to talk and work with students one on one.”
Principal Montes added, “Ms. Welch enriches her

lessons through debates and comparison. Students feel
empowered to participate in class and share their thoughts
without feeling dismissed. Her students are exposed to
demanding tasks and rise to the challenge of high
expectations with guidance and support from their teacher.”
Welch started at Somerset County Vocational &

Technical Schools six years ago. She knew she wanted
to be a teacher since she was in high school. Welch
always loved working with and helping others and
decided to dedicate herself to a service-oriented profession.
After High School, Ms. Welch attended James Madison
University, where she graduated from their five-year
teaching licensure Program with a Bachelor’s degree in
History and a Master of Arts in Teaching. Ms. Welch
still uses that same driving spirit by mentoring students
and helping them to find themselves and their passions.
Beyond the classroom, Ms. Welch serves as the

Varsity Assistant & JV Girls Basketball Coach, Varsity
Assistant Girls Soccer Coach, as well as an Advisor for
the Connect4Cancer and Debate Clubs.
Ms. Welch credits much of her success to the

encouragement and guidance of her colleagues, especially

her mentor Mr. Robert Carrig and Teacher Leaders
Ms. Johanna Scholl and Mr. Chris Miller.
Ms. Welch is a resident of Hillsborough, where she

resides with her husband Eric and their dog Millie. In
her spare time, Welch enjoys snowboarding, hiking,
exercising, walking her dog, boating, camping and
spending time with her family and friends.i
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Meghan Welch the 2020-2021 Educator of the Year
at Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School
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Dear Jaguar Nation,
I would like all of us to begin the new year
with optimism and a willingness to collaborate
respectively and positively for our students.
Our goal is to strive for some type of normalcy
which is dependent on everyone doing their
part. 

As we near the end of the 2nd Marking
Period, I want to remind students to give it
their best and finish the period strong.
Continue to communicate with your teachers
to ensure timely submissions of assignments
and prevent receiving an incomplete. 

During the 3rd Marking Period, we will
focus on highlighting our Programs during
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Month, facilitating a Virtual Open House on
February 6th. In additon we will be infusing
African American contributions into our
lessons and increasing the number of in-person
days for special populations and certain districts.

Congratulations to Ms. Watson (Support
Staff Member of the Year), Ms. Prezioso
and Ms. Morales (Educational Service
Professionals of the Year) and Ms. Welch
(Educator of the Year). They are integral
parts of our organization and a major reason
why we are open for business. These are well-
deserved honors. 
      Sincerely,
      Hector Montes

SCVTHS
VIRTUAL

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 6, 2021
9AM TO 12 NOON



Janet Cantore-Watson, the Creative Arts Coordinator at
Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School, has
been selected as the 2020-2021 Support Staff Member of the
Year. Ms. Cantore-Watson is known for her creativity, passion
and many talents.
Director of Special Services Ms. Maria Johnson stated,

“Ms. Watson is one of the most talented and versatile members
of our staff. Not only does she create the school's signs, flyers,
posters, and banners, she is currently creating SCVTHS video
productions. In addition Ms. Watson is a Student Ambassador
Advisor. Often she can be seen decorating the schools’ halls and
lobbies. Let’s just say, Mrs. Watson wears many hats.”
Ms. Cantore-Watson is a resident of Flagtown, where she

resides with her husband Doug and father Carmen Cantore.
In her spare time, Janet enjoys singing, performing, creating

musical instruments, spending time with family and traveling to
visit friends and family in Italy.i

Patricia Morales and Peggy Prezioso, school nurses at Somerset
County Vocational & Technical High School, have been selected
as the 2020-2021 Educational Services Professionals of the Year.

Ms. Morales and Ms. Prezioso are known for their diligence, caring
approach and unwavering dedication to the whole school community.
Director of Special Services Ms. Maria Johnson stated,

“Ms. Morales and Ms. Prezioso have been working tirelessly to
maintain the health and safety of the SCVTHS students and
staff since COVID-19 arrived in March 2020. Each morning,
they monitor the temperatures of the students, communicate
with parents, staff, students and 18 plus sending districts on a
daily basis, while monitoring daily needs of students and staff.
They were  instrumental in preparing our Restart and Reopening
Plan, providing detailed instructions for reopening the school
safely and within the guidelines that we were provided by the state.
Morales and Prezioso, both graduates of Temple University,

credit their success and keeping the school open to the SCVTS
Administration, Linkages staff and school physician Dr. Ehrlich.i
For more information contact James Strickhart at (908) 526-8900, x7169 or
jstrickhart@scvts.net. For full version of stories visit www.scv ths .org.

Erik Bielanski-Ziminski

JANET CANTORE-WATSON SELECTED AS
SUPPORT STAFF MEMBER OF THE YEAR AT SCVTHS

NURSES PATRICIA MORALES & PEGGY PREZIOSO SELECTEDAS
SCVTHS EDUCATIONAL SERVICES PROFESSIONALS OF THE YEAR

JAGUAR NaTIONJAGUAR NaTION

FEBRUARY 20212
JAGUAR NATION

Volume 10, No. 4 • February 2021

Duane Wallace • Editor & Designer
James Strickhart • Editorial

Sharleen Leahey • Graphic Production
Janet Cantore -Watson • Photography

SOMERSET COUNTY
VOCATIONAL & TECHNICAL SCHOOLS

VOCATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION
William G. Hyncik, Jr., President
Gregory Lalevee, Vice President
Nadine Wilkins   Randell Burch

Roger A. Jinks, Executive County Superintendent
Douglas Singleterry

Somerset County Commissioner Liaison

ADMINISTRATION
Chrys Harttraft, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Raelene Sipple, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Hector Montes, Principal

Maria Johnson, Director of Special Services

This publication was funded by the
Somerset County Board of Chosen Commissioners

Janet Cantore-Watson, the 2020-2021 SCVTHS Support Staff Member of the Year

2

Erik Bielanski-Ziminski, a senior in the Carpentry Program, has been selected as Somerset County
Vocational & Technical High School’s (SCVTHS) Student of the Month for January 2021. Erik is
the son of Matthew Ziminski and Sandra Bielanski of Hillsborough.
SCVTHS Science Instructor Ms. Shannon Melick nominated Erik for the Student of the Month

Award because he is a “hard-working and responsible student who excels in virtual learning, as well as
in the classroom.” Social Studies Instructor Meghan Welch also nominated Erik for the award stating,
“Erik is a hard-working, dedicated, and polite young man. He is an active participant in class and asks
thought-provoking questions. He is helpful to his peers and teachers. Despite all that is going on,
Erik has improved his work completion and has communicated concerns effectively with his teacher.
He is a pleasure to have in class.” Finally, Photography Instructor Deb Gichan added, “Erik is an
excellent student.”
At SCVTHS, Erik has been a three-time Stellar Student, consistently on the Honor Roll and was

named the 2018-2019 Biology Superstar in Ms. Gotti’s Science class.  Additionally, Erik serves as a
Student Ambassador and a member of SkillsUSA.
Outside of school, Erik enjoys hiking, camping, gardening and driving. When asked about his

future plans, Erik stated, “I plan on attending college to obtain a degree in environmental studies
and work on creating more sustainable building practices.”i

ERIK BIELANSKI-ZIMINSKI STUDENT OF THE MONTH

(l-r): Patricia Morales & Peggy Prezioso the 2020-2021
Educational Services Professionals of the Year at SCVTHS
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